
Thomas Anderson (1835-1920) 
 
Thomas Anderson was born on February 18, 1833 at St. Andrew’s.  He was the son of 
Thomas Anderson, born June 15, 1806 at Turtle Mountain and Catherine Landry, the 
daughter of Louis Landry dit Bouton and Louise Decoste.  Thomas Jr. married Elizabeth 
Desmarais in 1856 at St. Mary’s, Portage la Prairie. They had one child, Henry born in 
1857. He then married Fanny Pocha, the daughter of Joseph Paquin and Marie Lapointe, 
and they had six children. 

In 1853, Reverend William Cockran (1798-1865) left with his family to start a 
mission at Portage la Prairie. At the same time about 12 other families from 
Middlechurch and St Andrew’s settled in Portage as members of the first St. 
Mary’s congregation. These people included John and Thomas Anderson Sr.; Baptiste 
and John Desmarais, and Peter and Simon Whitford. 

Scrip affidavit for Anderson, Thomas Jr.; born: Feb. 18, 1833; father: Thomas 
Anderson; mother: Catherine Anderson; claim no.: 2909; scrip no.: 12411; date of issue: 
Jan. 30, 1879; amount: $160. 
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